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Trump’s travel ban leaves Iranian students stuck in limbo.

Aggies defeat top team in conference in
dominant fashion.

Football bolsters roster with 20 new
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see PAGE 2

see PAGE 7

see PAGE 6

EXECUTIVE ORDER
USU students react to President Trump’s first week

By Shelby Stoor and Kortni Wells
STUDENT LIFE WRITERS

President Donald Trump signed an executive

order Friday, blocking individuals — including
Syrian refugees — from seven predominantly

Muslim countries from entering the United
States.

This action lit a match that soon turned into a

raging fire of angry protests around the world.

Students at Utah State University reacted in a

variety of ways after hearing the news. Many
are angry and fearful, while others feel this will
lead to a safer future for Americans everywhere.

Kiah Venzon is one of many USU students who

was deeply upset when she heard about the executive order.

“I think that it shouldn’t be there because I

feel like America is about something else. I

don’t feel like there should be a separation.
People should be able to come in and enjoy the
things that America has to offer,” Venzon said.

Jackson Ward also feels the immigration and

refugee ban is not what America stands for.

“I don’t know what I did to be born in a coun-

try like America. I lived in Nicaragua and saw
poverty everywhere. Why did they get born in

that situation and I was born into such a great
situation where I’m free and have rights?” he
said.

PHOTO BY Carolyn Kaster vi AP Photo
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, joined by President Donald Trump, Vice President Mike Pence and his wife Renda St. Clair, laughs after signing the Appointment Affidavit after being sworn in as Secretary of State in
the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, Wednesday, Feb. 1.)

for everyone to come in, so that they have the

“I am very against the ban. Being LDS, my re-

Ward said he feels we should open the gates

“Yes, there are extremists that can do bad

to work with refugees at the Cache Refugee and

can extremists right here that can do bad things

“I can only speak to the refugees that I know

opportunity to build their American dream.

ligion was persecuted and members of my faith

things, but there are also home-grown Ameri-

ragua and not get a better situation because

treated horribly,” she said. “American governors

as well. There is absolutely no reason to ban a

and work with. Sudan is the only one of the

on principles of religious freedom,” Osborne

people from and they’re not going back,” Ault

“You could try really hard in a place like Nica-

there’s no resources. But here you really have

the resources to do whatever you want and get

the American dream,” he said. “Obviously, we
don’t want criminals in but I think there’s some
way we could keep criminals out but still let

were driven from their homes, terrorized, and
signed extermination orders to get rid of Mor-

mons, who were just there living their religion

and doing no harm. I feel the same way about
the Muslim ban.”

Osborne acknowledges that protecting our

people in.”

country from religious extremists is important,

like this is very similar to a past historical event.

the seven specified countries.

Makena Osborne is one USU student who feels

but she believes they aren’t just coming from

religion from our country, which was founded
said. “America used to be a place where reli-

gious freedom was a solid principle, laid out in

the Constitution, and now our current political
leaders are twisting that founding principle.”

Nelda Ault, program director for the Val R.

Christensen Service Center, has the opportunity

Immigrant Connection on a regular basis.

targeted countries that we are working with
said. “If they do want to travel, they’ll travel to

a surrounding country like Egypt or Chad be-

cause that’s where their family fled to anyway.

The refugee story is about trying to be safe and

about family. And this messes both of those
things up.”

Ault recognizes the media’s portrayal of the

executive order may not be the most accurate

source. For this reason, she conducted some of
her own research.

“It makes me feel sad and frustrated,” she

said. “I tried to read about it as much as I could
and was luckily able to find the full text. The

full text says something, but the marketing says

something else and that is what frustrates me

the most. It’s built on stereotype. It’s a very

slanted way of portraying a global group that

not everyone fits into what the marketing is

saying about it. People just accept that as the
message and it’s not always necessarily true.”

Brayden Spencer feels that the executive or-

der is not a good representation of all that
America represents.

“That’s not what America is. America is a

melting pot of all civilizations and you can’t

ban anybody, otherwise you change the epito-

my of America. Keeping anybody out of any

country without any real reason is not right,”

Spencer said. “If you want to prevent terrorism,

you’d have to remove all human beings from

the United States. Terrorism is an act. It has
nothing to do with culture.”

Professor David Lewis feels this new ban

makes us look bad to the rest of the world, and
frankly, it assists ISIS.
PHOTO BY Kent D. Jonshon/ Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP
In this Saturday, Jan. 25, file photo, Mansour Kenereh, center, reunites with family members in the international arrivals lobby at Hartsfield- Jackson Atlanta International Airport, in Atlanta. The family of three were
among several people detained at the U.S. Customs and Border Protection office following an executive order from President Donald Trump limiting immigration. Trump’s executive order suspending immigration
from seven majority-Muslim countries could slow the U.S. economy by hampering two of the nation’s top export industries: tourism and higher education.

“As a historian, I see the nation as a nation of

immigrants. My family was immigrants, your

see “Reactions” PAGE 4
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STRANDED

Trump’s travel ban leaves USU students in limbo
By Alyssa Roberts
NEWS CONTENT MANAGER

Sattar Dorafshan’s family didn’t tell him his

father was dead until a month after it hap-

pened — it was during final exams and they
didn’t want to stress him out.

Between that and the difficulty of traveling

home to Iran, Dorafshan didn’t find out his dad

He’s stranded here, with a useless $1,000

ment to interview for travel visas was canceled

plane ticket and a heavy heart.

Dorafshan, who’s working on his Ph.D. in

civil engineering, said he thought it was likely

that someday he’d apply for a work visa and

become a permanent U.S. citizen. But now he’s
worried that won’t happen, since Trump and

U.S. attorney general Jeff Sessions have both
expressed positions that, if implemented,

was gone until he asked. “It was during the

division, a move to create controversy, and I

waiting,” Behbahanian said. “If you’re an

think it’s xenophobic and it’s reactionary and I

“Disappointed is a strong word. We’re just

Iranian citizen you’re used to this kind of
stuff.”

point to go back now?’ because they already
buried him,” Dorafshan said.

from Iran has now made that even more

difficult. Even if Dorafshan did travel home, he
wouldn’t be able to come back to the United
States.

“It makes everything harder for me,” Doraf-

shan said in a Facebook message, adding that
for now, he can’t visit his family anymore.

would make it harder for U.S. companies to

the country indefinitely — Lyman decided to

“I don’t agree with the executive order,” said

hire foreign workers like Dorafshan.

Blake Lyman, the USU Student Association’s

a s---,” Dorafshan said.

“I don’t like it, I wish it was completely gone.”

“I’m pissed even though I look like I don’t give
Iranian Ph.D. student Amir Behbahanian said

his parents’ plans to immigrate to the United
States were put on hold when their appoint-

Motivated by his concern for refugees from

even those who might not be directly affected.

tion from members of the USU community,

planned to travel home in May, but President

Donald Trump’s executive order banning travel

think it’s incorrect.”

Syria and prompted by the newly-announced

— Amir Behbahanian

It’s been a year and a half since then. He’d

think it really just hurts us,” Lyman said. “I

The travel ban was met with strong opposi-

If you’re an Iranian citizen you’re used
to this kind of stuff.

middle of school and I was like, ‘What’s the

“I think it’s a move just done to create

in response to the executive order.

athletics and campus recreation vice president.
Lyman said he understood points could be

made in defense of the ban but that he thinks
it does “way more bad than good.”

travel ban — which bans Syrians from entering
take action and try to help refugees within the
Cache Valley community.

He’s planning a public benefit roast of himself

— “styled after Comedy Central” — to raise
money for local organizations that help

refugees. The event, tentatively scheduled for
March, will benefit USU’s No Lost Generation
program — an organization of students

dedicated to raising funds and awareness for
refugees throughout the world.

Jared Wilson, vice president of public

relations for the No Lost Generation program,

said he and other members of the organization
believe the executive order wrongfully targets
refugees.

“I would say that refugees aren’t people who

want to move, they’re people who are forced to
move,” Wilson said, “Refugees are people who
really just need our help.”

Donations collected by No Lost Generation

are used to contribute to Cache Refugee and
Immigrant Connection, an organization that

provides resources for refugees in Cache Valley,
many of which come from Burma.

Wilson said he thinks more students will get

involved in initiatives like No Lost Generation
in response to an increasingly politicized

climate surrounding the international refugee
crisis.

“I think it’s important that we do need to

stand up for what we believe,” Wilson said,

and that students “try and contact senators and
representatives and do everything that we
can.”

USU student Yusuf Mumin tweeted that a

meeting will be held tonight at 7 p.m. on the
third floor of the Taggart Student Center to

discuss ways students can help out refugees in
Logan.

“It’ll be short/informative and everyone is

PHOTO BY Megan Nielsen
USU civil engineering Ph.D. student Sattar Dorafshan can no longer travel home to see his family since President Donald Trump’s executive order banning travel from Iran means he wouldn’t be allowed to return
to the United States.

welcome,” Mumin said in a tweet.
— ac.roberts95@gmail.com

Trump’s executive order meets mixed reactions from USU students
It’s similar to locking the front door at night. If
By Morgan Pratt
OPINION CONTENT MANAGER

Amir Malakooti graduates with his master’s

degree in May. Like many, he hoped to celebrate the occasion by inviting his family to
commencement.

But Malakooti’s family can’t come to his

graduation because he’s from Iran, one of

seven countries impacted by the travel ban

signed by President Trump last Friday. In fact,

Malakooti can’t leave the United States to visit
his family for fear that he’ll be barred from
returning.

“I cannot go back home anymore for five

years,” he says. “It’s like being imprisoned but
not actually being in prison.”

He says the ban caused him to lose faith in

the American government.

“I take (the ban)as an insult, personally,”

Malakooti says. “I take it as an insult to my

family. I take it as an insult to the 1.7 billion
Muslims around the world.”

Keaton Smoot, a member of the USU Republi-

cans, says the travel ban is a complicated and
emotional issue, but not it’s not a personal

attack on Muslims. His says he supports the

temporary ban because it’s an issue of national
security.

Smoot says by locking radical Muslims — like

ISIS — out of the country is a matter of safety.

“But he didn’t really take the heat that

the U.S. doesn’t take care of the root of the

President Trump did,” he said. “That’s obvious-

out of control, he says.

that President Trump is receiving right now.”

terrorism problem, it could continue to spiral
“That’s what we don’t want to happen,” he

says.

But Malakooti says banning everyone from

coming to the country isn’t solving the problem. Instead, it’s fanning the extremist,

ly because of the media bias and the attack

He says the temporary ban probably won’t

have a big impact, especially years down the
road.

Hossein disagrees.

“It affects me,” he says. “It affects me

she said. “Maybe I’m a terrible person.”

Stevens says, the people coming from the

countries impacted by the ban “grew up in a
place of hatred.”

“That is something that was put onto them

since they were little,” she says. “I can tell you
right now that doesn’t change by taking them
out of the country.

Stevens is empathetic toward the refugees

anti-American attitudes.

personally.”

already living in America, because as a member

war against Islam,” he says. “This executive

to the travel ban (including his plans to see his

Saints, she’s encouraged by her religious

America is confronting Islam.”

initially moved to America to work for big

“The extremists want to show that there’s a

order is a gift to the extremists to say that

Trump isn’t trying to single out Muslims,

instead he’s paving the way to get the visa

program organized, Smoot says. He says the
ultimate goal is to build up the refugee

countries to the point where the citizens can

He says his future is now up in the air thanks

sister who he hasn’t seen in several years). He

temporary, we don’t’ know what will happen in

He will work toward his Ph.D. and wait for the

“Now that this happened, although it’s

the next few years,” he says.

Ashley Stevens, a USU Republican, also

caught in the travel ban, including Amir

She was able to see both sides of the conflict:

who is also from Iran.

“I’m not a Muslim, but I am from Iran but

still I’m banned from traveling back to my

France during many of the terrorist attacks.

how France mourned after the terrorist attacks
and the refugees who entered the country
war-torn.

“Not all of them are terrorists,” she says. “But

country and my parents are banned,” he says.

you never know who is.”

took measures to keep the country safe by

tarian crisis, but American safety is more

Smoot pointed out that President Obama also

barring refugees from entering the country,

says Shoot. Obama only took in a few dozen
refugees from Syria for a few years.

“Support them, help them, teach them,” she

says.

agrees with the ban. She served her mission in

Hossein, a computer science master’s student

leaders to support refugees.

technical companies.

live there safely.

Regardless, Muslims and non-Muslims are

of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Stevens says the refugee crisis is a humani-

important.

“There are other countries they can go to

with just as many resources and opportunities,”

Life goes one despite the ban, says Malakooti.

light at the end of the tunnel.

“Maybe there will be a new administration,

and doctorate degrees take at least four
years,” he said.

Though, he says, thanks to the ban, he’s not

sure if his time in America has been worthwhile.

“I have hope, of course,” he says,. “but it gets

less and less every day.”

— morgan.pratt.robinson@gmail.com
@morganprobinson
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Notes from the USUSA meeting on Jan. 31.
Meetings are held on Tuesdays at 5 p.m. in
the Senate Chambers located in the Taggart
Student Center, and are open to all students.
1. The Moonlight and Music event series

begins tonight. The series includes live music
from 7:00-9:00 p.m. at the Taggart Student
Center, on the stage in the Hub.

candidate. The candidate will present from
2:00-3:00 p.m. on Feb. 6 in the TSC’s west
ballroom.

4. Higher Education Day is Feb. 17. USUSA
will lobby for mental health at the legislative
session.

2. The campus police chief search committee will interview a newly-announced fourth

3. Aggie Ice Cream Day at the Utah Legislative
Session will be Feb. 22.

5. Bacon will be given out at the gymnastics
meet on Friday.

Ask a professor: The politics behind Trump’s executive order
By Alison Berg
NEWS STAFF WRITER

On Friday, Jan. 27, President Donald Trump

signed an executive order denying entry to the
United States from seven Muslim-majority

states. These states include Iraq, Iran, Syria,
Somalia, Sudan, Libya and Yemen.

CNN News reported Trump’s order will

suspend refugee admission from six of the
seven countries for 120 days, but Syrian

refugees will reportedly be barred “indefinitely.”

The action has sparked a multitude of

protests in airports and around other parts of
the country.

The Statesman conducted a question-and-an-

swer session with three political science

professors — Michael Lyons, Steve Sharp and

Peter McNamara — to get their opinions on the
implications and legalities of the order.
Q: Is this order unconstitutional?
McNamara: Believes the order is not unconsti-

tutional in and of itself. However, it could

PHOTO BY Mark Bell
USU political science professor Steve Sharp said he believes Trump’s Jan. 27 executive order restricting travel to the U.S. will make the country less safe, not more.

spark a revision of the category of executive
orders. McNamara said Presidents Ronald

Reagan, Bill Clinton, George H. W. Bush and
Barack Obama all employed hundreds of

executive orders within their four to eight year
terms.

In some ways, “President Trump is following

in the footsteps of past presidents, but one

could really raise a question of whether this
has gone too far.”

Lyons: Believes the ban is technically not

unconstitutional, although it can be viewed as
immoral.

Sharp: Believes the order was not specifically

against the constitution, although it was
planned very poorly.

Q: Will this ban help or hurt the United

States?

into radical belief patterns,” he said.
Sharp: Believes this order is going to make

the country less safe rather than more safe.“It

makes recruiting for terrorists easier because it
builds this notion that America is anti-Muslim
and encourages fighting,” Sharp said.

Q: Is there anything wrong with the

planning of the order?

McNamara: “It seems to be very poorly done

in that there was no consultation with the

relevant agencies like homeland security and

the justice department – that resulted in some
embarrassing problems.”

Sharp: Believes Trump “blinded his own

officials.” In addition, Sharp said it is “a really

McNamara: Believes if the problem is

terrorism, the order will not solve the problem

based on the countries it is barring.

Lyons: Believes banning refugees will not

reduce terrorism because “terrorism, as we’ve
seen it recently, is homegrown and I think a

bunch of our experience with terrorism tells us
that the larger part of the problem isn’t people

who already are terrorists entering the country,
but rather people who are American citizens

UTAH STATE
THEATRE
2016-2017

bad example of how foreign policy should be

made and a very bad example of the substance
of foreign policy.”

Q: Are you surprised about the order?
McNamara: Believes although it was a “big

talking point in Trump’s campaign,” he is
surprised the order actually happened.

Lyons: “When Trump campaigned for the

Free for USU
Students with ID

CCA.USU.EDU

Directed by Leslie Brott

THREE SISTERS
by Anton Chekhov

7:30 PM - FEBRUARY 3-4, 7-11
Black Box Theatre - Chase Fine Arts Center, USU Campus

Adults $13, Seniors & Youth $10, Faculty & Staff $8, Free for USU Students with ID
CCA Box Office | Chase Fine Arts Center L101 | USU Campus | Mon–Fri 9–5PM | 435-797-8022 | CCA.USU.EDU
Three Sisters is suitable for the entire family.. Children under 6 years of age, including babes in arms, will not be admitted.

presidency, I thought many of the things he

said about immigrants and refugees were just
campaign rhetoric, they seemed to be rather

outlandish.” He said he is surprised Trump is

acting on a number of his policies.
— aligirl123@att.net

@Alison__Berg
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family was immigrants. We have always feared

newcomers and outsiders but ultimately the
strength of our nation has been enhanced by
that diversity,” he said. “The knowledge, the

PAGE 4
had less negative feelings towards Trump as a

Hardy said.

and less susceptible to terrorists coming from

week, I’ve had pretty positive feelings about

being issued was a necessary act.

that this will definitely help us,” Story said.

lot of people are reacting negatively to right

has classified information on these countries he

person compared to most. Before this past
what he was going to do. This is something a

Francisco Story believes the executive order
“Well first I have to put out that the president

these places and trying to cause harm. I believe

Millions of people across the world have taken

this issue personally and feel the order should

wealth, the commitment to work, the commitment to religious freedom, to democratic values and even not democratic values. These people have enriched us.”

Lewis believes this is an act based on fear.

“It makes me sad that we have to learn this

lesson again, and it makes me sad because we
are learning it based on fear. You should never
do things out of fear. That is the basis of human
emotions and human reactions,” Lewis said.

Scott Pilling wishes he could offer the refu-

gees some words of hope.

“Life isn’t always sweet and luscious. There

are many people praying for you and doing ev-

erything they can to reach out. There are plenty
of barriers that we will all need to climb, but
the biggest barriers can only be climbed by the
strongest of hearts,” Pilling said.

Although the majority of USU students are

frustrated with the decision, there are some
students that support it and feel this decision
will keep Americans more safe.

Alex Murl is one student who feels the media

may be skewing the perspective of some people.

“It’s hard with a lot of politics nowadays, espe-

cially things involved with Trump, there is a lot

of very heated news that’s not actual news. It’s
hard to find out what is right and what is people just being reactionary,” Murl said.

Murl believes the executive order was issued

for the right reasons.

“I think the intent of the order is good. I think

it’s intended to just keep people safe. But it
maybe could have been done in a better way,”
Murl said.

Shand Hardy is another USU student who

feels the order is not as bad as everyone is making it out to be.

“I’m not super into politics but I’ve probably

PHOTOS BY Mel Evans via AP Photo
Rutgers University students and supporters gather for Muslim Prayers during a rally to express discontent with President Donald Trump’s executive order halting some immigrants from entering the United States
on Tuesday, Jan. 31, in New Brunswick, N.J.

away because it’s something that hasn’t been

has banned immigration from that we don't

be reversed. Millions of others support the de-

Hardy thinks President Trump had some valid

countries are the biggest areas where terrorists

people safer. Such division at USU, in the U.S.

done for a long time,” Hardy said.

reasons for making this decision, even though
he believes it could have been handled differently.

“I’m sure there’s reasoning behind it although

I’m not sure this was the best way to go about
it. I think it will just be a good thing for them to
take this time to figure out how to better con-

know about. With that being said, these seven

are coming from. He never said he was going to
put a permanent ban but a temporary one,”
Story said.

Story thinks having this temporary ban will

allow the government to improve the immigration screening process.

“I think this is a great idea so that the depart-

trol the situation. I don’t think this is the best

ment of homeland security can improve their

better to figure out what needs to be done,”

from these areas. It makes our country safer

answer for the long time, but I think it will be

screening process when accepting immigrants

cision and believe this will keep the American

and throughout the world leads many people
to wonder what President Trump will do next.
— shelbstoor11@aggiemail.usu.edu

— kortni.marie.wells@aggiemail.usu.edu

Editor’s Note: This story was made possible

through the efforts of the entire Student Life
team.

PHOTO BY Elaine Thompson via AP Photo
In this Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017 file photo, a protester waves a U.S. flag as another holds a sign that reads “Let Them In” during a march and rally to oppose President Donald Trump’s executive order barring people from certain Muslim nations from entering the United States, in downtown Seattle.

@carrrwild
I cheer for people. I was raised to believe there is enough sun for everybody.

@HBeazyyy
never apologize for your passion

@yusufamumin
My family and I came to the US as political refugees from Somalia 21 years ago
yesterday. #RefugeesWelcome

@benholt_10
Some professors are so full of themselves. It’s like I’m in Harry Potter and the
Chamber of Secrets with Professor Lockhart.
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Photo of Mesa Arch during Spring Break of 2016. The photo composed of two photographs of a sunset and a night long exposure. I like this photograph because the
amount of work that I had to put into it, the work getting to the location, timing the
shot, as well as the second shot with the stars and finally editing it together. The
reward is the final product coming together and looking at it saying, “Wow! I made
that.”
— Kyle Todecheene, Statesman Photographer
Cut out along line and turn in to TSC 118
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NATIONAL SIGNING DAY
Aggie football signs seven Utah recruits, 20 total
Wells said two of the incoming linebackers,

By Jason Walker
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

Suli Tamaivena (Kirkland, Wash.) and Louy

Sitting behind a podium in the Jim and Carol

immediately for prominent roles in the front

Laub Athletics-Academics Complex Wednesday

afternoocn, Utah State head coach Matt Wells
spoke optimistically about his fourth full recruiting class.

As of Wednesday, the class of 2017 includes 20

players; 13 high school graduates and seven

college transfers. Five of the high school re-

cruits will serve two-year missions for the LDS
Church before enrolling at USU.

Headlining the incoming group of players are

Carson Terrell (TE), Henry Colombi (QB),

Savon Scarver (WR), and Jamaal Evans (QB/
Athlete); each three-star recruits.

Seven of the incoming freshman are coming

from in-state high schools.

“We’ll always recruit this state first and fore-

most,” Wells said. Wells also said that he’d “love
to sign the whole class from Utah,” but that it is
unlikely to happen.

“We don’t ever get everyone we wanted,” he

said. “There’s certainly a lot of in-state kids that
I would’ve loved to have but they chose to go
other places so good luck to them.”

The focus for the recruiting class was to im-

prove the offensive line and linebacking corps.
Five offensive linemen and five linebackers ac-

Compton (Waterford, Mich.) will be competing
seven. Robert Castaneda, an offensive line ju-

nior college transfer, projects to be a contender
on the interior offensive line.

The Aggies’ recruiting class won’t make na-

tional headlines (ranked 117th nationally and

ninth in the Mountain West according to 24/7

sports), but Wells isn’t concerned about how
many stars his recruits got.

“That’s the kind of stuff out there that doesn’t

matter to me and doesn’t do anything to our

evaluations,” Wells said. “It’s for fans, it’s for
twitter, it’s for all those kinds of things. When
the kids come into Utah State they got to be
able to bond and have great chemistry.”

Wells said loyalty is often something he feels is

very important in his recruits.

“It’s the kids that have stayed loyal to Utah

State,” Wells said, “that end up being our best
and most productive players. There’s a lot of
kids that turned down schools that stayed very

very loyal to us at Utah State. I think that that’s
what takes kids to another level once they get
here.”

— jasonwalker@aggiemail.usu.edu
@thejwalk67

counted for half of the group.

The full 2017 class

PHOTO BY Matt Halton
Football Coach Matt Wells answers questions about recruits who signed with Utah State for this upcoming season and their years to come
in the program. Utah State picked up 20 high school and junior college recruits from around the nation.

10, 180-pounder joins his brothers, Zach and

Travis, who both have played for Utah State as
wide receivers.

earning first-team all-conference honors as a

The first-team all-state honoree racked up 55

mention JUCO All-American signed with the

(Utah)

From Sin City to one of the snow capitals of

pancake blocks in his senior season for the

The 6-foot-3, 270 pounder had offers from

receiver prospect in Nevada, 23 in the west and

way for Alta running back Josh Davis, who had

but decided on Utah State. In his freshman

fornia, Oregon and a slew of Mountain West

for a loss, and two sacks for the Conquistadors.

passes for 946 yards and eight touchdowns in

JUCO product will serve to help replenish the

a Bulldog, Scarver recorded 2,162 yards and 24

Devon Anderson – DE – Dodge City Commu-

School (Nevada)

nity College (Kansas)

Utah, Scarver joins the Aggies as the No. 3 wide

Memphis, Arkansas State, Buffalo and Toledo,

133 in the nation. Drawing interest from Cali-

campaign, Anderson totaled 26 tackles, nine

schools, the three-star recruit hauled in 43

With three years of eligibility remaining, the

his senior campaign. Throughout his career as

depleted Aggie defensive line.

touchdowns from 105 receptions.

nity College (Iowa)

San Francisco (California)

High School (Nevada)

corded 60 tackles, including 18.0 for a loss, 14

to scout.com, Fortenberry will compete for a

two former-Bulldog teammates join the Aggies

in his 2016 campaign. The 6-foot-3, 220-pound-

four seniors, including starters Daniel Gray and

al-threat, quarterback tossed 2,248 yards and

fensive back received offers from Baylor, Ore-

cent completion rate as a senior. He also racked

(Arizona)

in large part to his freshman season perfor-

in his senior campaign. For his career as a Bull-

gion selection on both sides of the trenches as

interceptions and 20 pass breakups while also

and 75 touchdowns. The 6-foot-3, 220-pound-

2-star recruit racked up 66 tackles, including

ing up 100 tackles and 11 interceptions in his

Henry Colombi – QB – Chaminade Madon-

DeAnte Fortenberry – DB – City College of
As one of eight three-star commits, according

Jamaal Evans – QB/WR/RB – Centennial
On the passing end of Scarver’s success, the

starting job in the Aggie secondary which lost

as a true one-two punch. The three-star, du-

Devin Centers. The 5-foot-11, 175-pound de-

21 touchdowns all while maintaining a 60 per-

gon State and Iowa State, among others, thanks

up 608 yards and 15 touchdowns on the ground

mance. Fortenberry led the Rams with seven

dog, Evans amassed 5,451 all-purpose yards

posting 48 tackles last season; while also rack-

er had offers from UNLV, Nevada and Idaho.

career at CCSF. He will have three years of eli-

na College Prep (Florida)

gibility remaining.

Beating out the likes of Power-5 Conference

Alfred Edwards – OT – Redlands High

schools, LSU, Indiana, Arkansas and Iowa

Ranked eighth by scout.com among California

mier dual-threat quarterbacks in the 2017

same measure, Edwards was a target for every

cruit passed for 4,736 yards, 50 touchdowns

State and New Mexico. Initially a Nevada com-

percentage. Colombi only threw 12 intercep-

from the Wolf Pack late in the recruiting pro-

level. The 6-foot-3, 195-pounder will join

School (California)

State, Utah State nabbed one of Florida’s pre-

offensive tackles, and 27 in the west for the

class. For his career as a Lion, the three-star re-

school in the Mountain West except for Boise

and had a whopping 70 percent completion

mit, Utah State stole the 6-foot-7, 275-pounder

tions in his final two years at the high school

cess. With impressive 83-inch wingspan, Ed-

friend, LaJuan Hunt, on the Aggies’ roster.

line depth for playing time depending on how

(Utah)

wards may challenge the rest of the offensive
he performs in camp.

Josh Sterzer – DE – Taylorsville High School
As a two-star recruit out of the Salt Lake val-

Carson Terrell – TE – Lehi High School

ley, Sterzer made his presence felt as a senior

Rated the No. 1 TE in Utah, the 23 in the west

including 24.0 for a loss, and 12.0 sacks. At

prospect. Leaving behind offers from Duke,

mention selection also received interest from

a big void left by four-year contributor Wyatt

Kyle Van Leeuwen – WR – Timpview High

(Utah)

for the Warriors, as he racked up 81 tackles,

and the 53 in the country, Terrell was a coveted

6-foot-4, 225 pounds, the all-State honorable

BYU, UCLA, Utah and Oregon State, Terrell fills

the Air Force Academy and Weber State.

Houston, who left Utah State as the second

School (Utah)

gained. The three-star commit caught 57 pass-

honoree paced the Thunderbird’s high-pow-

Pioneers in his senior campaign.

receiving yards and 16 touchdowns. The 5-foot-

leading tight end in school history for yardage
es for 837 yards for eight touchdowns for the

This 2-star recruit and second-team all-state

ered offensive attack with 42 receptions, 903

With two years of eligibility remaining after

Chandler Dolphin – OG – Alta High School

Savon Scarver – WR – Centennial High

By Taylor Emerson
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

Robert Castandea – OL – Ellsworth Commu-

nity College (Iowa)

Hawks. The two-star recruit helped to pave the

2,645 rushing yards and 28 rushing touch-

sophomore for the Panthers, the honorable

Aggies back in December. Castaneda, a 2-star

recruit, also spent his freshman season with
Big-12 Conference program Texas Tech.

Suliasi Tamaivena – LB – Mt. San Antonio

downs. The 6-foot-4, 285-pounder had scholar-

College (California)

State and Utah, but Dolphin will join the Ag-

bility remaining after spending his first two

Louy Compton – OLB – Ellsworth Commu-

with Washington State a year ago, but never

ships from Weber State, Southern Utah, Dixie
gies as a preferred walk on.

As a two-star JUCO All-American recruit, re-

sacks and two forced fumbles for the Panthers
er will have two years of eligibility left to make
a mark at Utah State.

Nami Tuitu’u – OL/DL – Mesa High School
This two-star recruit was a first-team all-re-

senior for the Jackrabbits. Defensively, the
7.0 for a loss, forced two fumbles and returned

an interception 52 yards to the house this past
season.

This 2-star recruit will have two years of eligi-

seasons with the Mounties. Tamaivena signed

played for the Cougars. As a sophomore with

Mt. SAC, Tamaivena racked up 81 tackles, in-

cluding 20.0 for a loss, and 9.0 sacks as a sophomore.

Other recruits:

Eltoro Allen – RB – Riverside Community Col-

lege

Heneli Avendano – OL – Jordan High School
Jarrod Green – S – Consumnes Oaks College

Zahodri Jackson – CB – Riverview High School
Ismael Vaifoou – LB – Highland High School

Heneli Avendano – OL – Jordan High School
Roman Andrus – OT – Snow College
Mata Hola - WR - Alta High School
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AHEAD OF THE PACK
Aggies knock off top-seed Nevada in blowout win
from McEwen and senior wing Jalen Moore.

By Jason Walker
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

Utah State men's basketball diffused Nevada's

Utah State ended the first half locked with the
Wolfpack 25-25.

The second half saw a rejuvenated Aggie

high-powered offense Wednesday night for a

squad suddenly hitting from all over, as Merrill

man Koby McEwen led all scorers with 26

en poured in an 8-of-12 performance. As a

74-57 win over the first place Wolfpack. Freshpoints, including 19 in the second half.

Nevada entered the Dee Glen Smith Spectrum

boasting the conference's top individual scoring

threat, Marcus Marshall, a guard contributing

connected on three shots from deep and McEw-

team, the Aggies shot 68 percent in the second
half, nearly doubling the first half’s offensive
output.

As Nevada tried closing what ballooned to a

nearly 22 points per night lifting the Wolfpack

13-point deficit in the game’s final minutes,

Sam Merrill drew the seemingly unfavorable

to break down the Wolfpack’s press and effec-

into first place with a 7-2 record. USU freshman
assignment to contain Marshall, whose shoot-

ing range and ability to draw fouls at will
should’ve proven difficult to stop.

Moore connected with McEwen on a deep pass
tively close the door on any attempt at a comeback.

“Once we did that, it deflates the defense you

Instead, Merrill unraveled Marshall from

know,” Moore said. “We just beat a first place

defensive performance, holding the confer-

The Aggies outrebounded Nevada 50-36, took

opening tip to final buzzer in a near-flawless

team, so we can beat anybody.”

ence’s finest to 1-of-12 shooting for two points

Marshall out of the game with lockdown de-

“Unbelievable,” USU head coach Tim Duryea

ers throughout the night allowing just under 32

and zero free throw attempts.

said, gesturing toward a post-game stats sheet.
“As close as [Merrill] was getting and as much

fense on the wing and clamped down on shootpercent shooting from the opposition.

“They’re the number one team for a reason,”

as he was changing shots, to not get one foul, I

McEwen said. “But we got the win.”

The Aggies stuck with Nevada’s opening scor-

— logantjones@aggiemail.usu.edu

mean that kid draws fouls every night.”

ing push, matching two three-pointers from
Nevada big man Cameron Oliver with one each

@Logantj

PHOTOS BY Sam Brown
The Utah State basketball team defeated the top team in the conference 74-57 Wednesday night. The win is the second in the row for the Aggies and moves their conference record to 4-6.
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OPINION
“We at Utah State University care deeply about our international students,

faculty, and staff. We are committed to promoting diversity and inclusiveness
on our campuses. The talent, perspective, and culture of our international

students, faculty, and staff strengthen and enrich our teaching, research, and

outreach programs. We will not tolerate discrimination and harassment in the
USU academic environment and workplace.

We are deeply concerned about the members of our university community

who may be impacted by the recent executive order suspending the issuance

of visas and other immigration benefits to nationals of seven countries for 90
days. We recommend foreign nationals from Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Syria,

Sudan, and Yemen not travel outside of the United States. We will continue to
monitor the situation and provide updates to our community.

Students, visiting scholars, faculty, and staff with visa and international travel

questions should schedule an appointment with an immigration advisor in the
Office of Global Engagement Counselors, advisors, and staff in the Division of
Student Affairs and across the USU system are available to assist students.”
Sincerely,

Noelle E. Cockett
PHOTOS BY Matt Halton
President Noelle Cockett responds to a questions about how she’ll lead USU.

What are the Utah politicians
saying about the travel ban?

The current situation in the war-torn Middle East presents a number of challenges regarding our efforts to protect Americans from the threat of terrorism while holding
true to our legal and moral obligations to help the innocent
victims of these terrible conflicts.

I do have some technical questions about Prsident Trump’s
Executive Order titled ‘Protecting the Nation From Foreign
Terrorist Entry Into the United States.’ My staff and I will
continue to reach out to the White House for clarification
on these issues.

If we’re targeting based on religion, I think that’s wrong. I understand
the need and support the idea that vetting from certain countries is
needed. A legal permanent resident I think is a different category. I
don’t understand what they’re trying to do on those categories. People
that have a green card supposedly have been vetted. So there needs to
be some further clarification.

Terrorist organizations may try to use the refugee program to infiltrate the U.S. Until we can improve the vetting process, this temporary
pause is needed to protect our national security. I urge... government
agencies to work as quickly as possible to make the necessary changes to the vetting process so that the refugee program can resume.

— Sen. Orrin Hatch

— Rep. Jason Chaffetz

— Sen. Mike Lee

— Rep. Chris Stewart

*Rep. Rob Bishop, who represents northern Utah, did
not reply to the Statesman’s request for a quote.
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Connect
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Follow us on:
@UtahStatesman

CLASSIFIED ADS
Automotive
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 1-800360-4120.
Got an older car, boat or RV? Do the
humane thing. Donate it to the Humane
Society. Call 1- 800-849-1593.
Stop paying for EXPENSIVE AUTO REPAIRS! Get discounted warranty coverage
from the wholesale source, and don’t pay for
expensive covered repairs! Start saving now!
844-220-8450
Health & Nutrition
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder Pain?
Get a pain-relieving brace at little or NO cost
to you. Medicare Patients Call Health Hotline
Now! 1- 800-914-8849
Lung Cancer? 60 or Older? If So, You and
Your Family may Be Entitled To A Significant
Cash Award. Call 800-778-4167 To Learn
More. No Risk, No Money Out of Pocket
Help Wanted
Drive with Uber. You’ll need a Smartphone.
It’s fun and easy. For more information, call:
1-800-939-8254
Miscellaneous
METAL ROOF/WALL Panels, Pre-engineered Metal Buildings. Mill prices for sheeting coil are at a 4 year low. You get the savings.
17 Colors prime material, cut to your exact
length. CO Building Systems 1-800-COBLDG
Spectrum Triple Play TV, Internet & Voice
for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second speed No
contract or commitment. We buy your existing
contract up to $500! 1-800-608-3361
Safe Step Walk-In Tub Alert for Seniors.
Bathroom falls can be fatal. Approved by Arthritis Foundation. Therapeutic Jets. Less Than
4 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. Anti-Slip Floors.
American Made. Installation Included. Call
800-682-1403 for $750 Off.
Life Alert. 24/7. One press of a button sends
help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even if
you can?t reach a phone! FREE Brochure.
CALL 800-831-5787
DISH TV - BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo Internet (where
avail.) FREE Streaming. FREE Install (up to

/UtahStatesman

6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR. Call 1-800-6111081
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered tothe-door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 77% PLUS
get 4 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers Order
The Family Gourmet Buffet - ONLY $49.99.
1-800-314-2312 mention offer elegant24 or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/44240MSK

@UtahStatesman

Funerals can be very expensive. Can your loved
ones afford it? Protect them with Final Expense Insurance. Call today to learn more:
855-385-4442
Exede satellite internet. Affordable, high
speed broadband satellite internet anywhere in
the U.S. Order now and save $100. Plans start
at $39.99/month. Call 1-855-520-5300
Need a Local PLUMBER?... Call A Pro! Call
1-866-651-4208 and speak to a local plumber
you can trust. Local plumbers standing by?Call now! 1-866-651-4208.
Need a Local EXTERMINATOR?...Call A
Pro! Call 1-877-602-1353 to get rid of all
pests! Termites, ants, bees, roaches, rodents ?
We can help! Call Now! 1-877-602-1353.
Do you have FLOOD or WATER DAMAGE?...Call A Pro! Call 1- 844-890-1438
and speak to a local water damage specialist.
Fast Emergency Service ? Call Now! 1- 844890-1438
ATTENTION SMOKERS: Stop smoking
with TBX-FREE! Clinically proven. More effective than patch or gum! Fast acting ? No
Side Effects. 88% success rate! Just $1.67 per
day with 1 month supply. CALL 1-855-6108785
SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind paying your MORTGAGE? Denied a Loan
Modification? Is the bank threatening foreclosure? CALL Homeowner’s Relief Line now
for Help. 844-674-0560
QUALITY TRANSPORTATION IS
hiring Maintenance Mechanics and CDL-A
Drivers. Locations in Nevada. MUST BE
WILLING TO RELOCATE. Call 775-6352443 or www.qtinv.net for application.
Personals
Meet singles right now! No paid operators,
just real people like you. Browse greetings,
exchange messages and connect live. Try it
free. Call now: 800-359-2796.

Former Elementary School
Open Public Inspection 11-2pm Friday Feb 10

Sells to highest bidder at auction above
opening bid of $50,000

680 W 300 S, Milford, UT

20,311+/- sf on 5.07+/- ac. Classrooms, kitchen,
laundry room, office space, restrooms.
Bid Online at auctionnetwork.com Feb 24 - 28

800.801.8003 • williamsauction.com/UT
UT DANIEL NELSON RE LIC 7372456-PB00; WILLIAMS & WILLIAMS RE LIC 8018909-CN00. BUYER’S PREMIUM
(BUYER’S FEE IN WI) MAY APPLY.
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CALENDAR | FEBRUARY 2-5
A
AD
DD
D Y O UR EVENT AT U S U S TAT E S M A N . C O M / E V E N T S

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2
Health Expo
TSC Lounges

Free, 10 a.m.

Parenting the Love and
Logic Way

Fathering with Love and
Logic

Milton P. Miller Building

North Point Family Therapy

Free, 6 p.m.

Free, 6:30 p.m.

La Finta Giardiniera — USU
Opera Theatre Production
Morgan Theatre, USU
$5-$10, 7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3
Hardware Ranch WMA
Sleigh Rides
Hardware Ranch

USU Black Student Union
Soul Food Dinner

USU Women’s Gymnastics

TSC Ballroom

$1-$5, 7 p.m.

Morgan Theatre, USU

Hardware Ranch WMA
Sleigh Rides

USU Women’s Basketball

La Finta Giardiniera — USU
Opera Theatre Production

Hardware Ranch

$1-$5, 7 p.m.

$11, 6:30 p.m.

$3-$5, 10 a.m.

Dee Glen Smith Spectrum

La Finta Giardiniera — USU
Opera Theatre Production
$5-10, 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4
Home Buyer Education
Logan City Library
Free, 10 a.m.

$3-$5, 10 a.m.

Dee Glen Smith Spectrum

Morgan Theatre, USU
$5-10, 7:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5
Hardware Ranch WMA
Sleigh Rides
Hardware Ranch
$3-$5, 10 a.m.

BRIDAL FAIRE

®

Saturday

February 4, 2017
10AM to 5PM

The Riverwoods

At:

You have the Dream...
We have the D

Conference Center

615 S. Riverwoods Pkwy. ~ Logan, Utah

Fashion Shows:
12:00, 1:30 &3:00

Free Admission
Free Parking - Many Prizes

Everything to Plan Your Wedding!
Co-sponsored by:

SOFT FAVORITES

64 WEST 100 NORTH

www.bridalfaire.org
Serving Brides Since 1985
A Bridal Faire Production

For more information call: (435) 753-6736 or Email: contact@bridalfaire.org

435-753
Like us on

